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SUBJECT: SEYCHELLES REQUEST FOR US SUPPORT ON BELIZE 
REF: VICTORIA 748 

1 . THE UK-GUATEMALA DISPUTE OVER BELIZE IS NOT NEW. IT 
DATES FROM EARLY IN THE LAST CENTURY, WHEN GUATEMALA, 
CLAIMING RIGHTS OF SUCCESSION FOLLOWING ITS INDEPENDENCE 
FROM SPAIN, ASSERTED ITS CLAIM TO BELIZE. BOTH PARTIES 
AGREED IN 1859 TO A TREATY WHICH WOULD HAVE RESOLVED THE 
DISPUTE, BUT DIFFERENCES OVER A ROAD-CONSTRUCTION CLAUSE 
IN THE TREATY PREVENTED THE SITUATION FROM BEING COM- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 303476 

PLETELY RESOLVED. GUATEMALA DENOUNCED THAT TREATY 
IN THE 1930'S, AND CLAIMS THAT ITS DENUNCIATION ON THE 
BASIS OF BRITISH NON-COMPLIANCE RETURNED THE SITUATION 
TO THE PRE-1859 SITUATION. 

2. THE US FAVORS A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD 
PERMIT THE SELF-GOVERNING COLONY OF BELIZE TO ACHIEVE 
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INDEPENDENCE. DISCUSSION BETWEEN GUATEMALA AND THE UK 
HAS BEEN GOING ON SINCE EARLY 1976. WE ARE ACTIVELY 
SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO REACH A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION ACCEPT- 
ABLE TO THE INTERESTED PARTIES AND CONSIDER IT IMPORTANT 
TO AVOID THE APPEARANCE OF FAVORING ONE PARTY OR ANOTHER. 

THE TWO RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED IN THE FOURTH COMMITTEE 
AT THE UNGA THIS YEAR WERE SUPPORTED ALTERNATELY BY 
GREAT BRITAIN AND GUATEMALA, WITH EACH OPPOSING THE DRAFT 
SUPPORTED BY THE OTHER. A UNITED STATES VOTE IN SUPPORT 
OF EITHER RESOLUTION WOULD HAVE REDUCED OUR ABILITY TO 
BE HELPFUL IN ENCOURAGING A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. THERE- 
FORE, WE ABSTAINED ON BOTH. 

3. WE CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THIS ISSUE CLOSELY AND AT A 
HIGH LEVEL. WE REMAIN IN TOUCH WITH BOTH SIDES ON A 
REGULAR BASIS, AND THE PARTIES HAVE BRIEFED US ON THE 
PROGRESS OF THEIR DISCUSSIONS. VANCE 
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